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Annex 2: International Engagements in Data Governance 

(for more information see https://unsceb.org/international-data-governance-pathways-progress)  

 

A. International Intergovernmental Organizations 

Intergovernmental 
Organization 

Description Sample publications 

Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) 

It is an intergovernmental organization whose mission is to support central 
banks' pursuit of monetary and financial stability through international 
cooperation, and to act as a bank for central banks. BIS appears to be 
advocating for a holistic approach to data governance, specially for statistical 
data. Its relevant publications include principles on effective risk data 
aggregation and risk reporting which contain broad guidelines on data 
governance and management. 

• Issues in Data Governance 
• Data Governance: Issues for the 

National Statistical System  
• Proceedings of the ISI IFC High 

Level Meeting on Data 
Governance 

European Central Bank (ECB) ECB has adopted internationally agreed quality standards and guarantees the 
confidentiality of information and data governance regarding statistical data. 
ECB has a Data Protection Office and Data Office; it is also testing a data 
portal. 

• Don’t take it for granted: the value 
of high-quality data and statistics 
for the ECB’s policymaking 

• ECB Data for Analysis and 
Decision-Making: Data 
Governance and Technology 

• Supply or Demand: What Drives 
Fluctuation in the Bank Loan 
Market? 

https://unsceb.org/international-data-governance-pathways-progress
https://www.bis.org/
https://www.bis.org/
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54.htm
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54.htm
https://www.bis.org/publ/bcbs222.pdf
https://www.bis.org/publ/bcbs222.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54_00rh.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54_00rh.pdf
http://connect.zoho.eu/portal/initiative
http://connect.zoho.eu/portal/initiative
http://connect.zoho.eu/portal/initiative
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/home/html/index.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/ecb_statistics/governance_and_quality_framework/html/index.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/ecb_statistics/governance_and_quality_framework/html/index.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/orga/orgachart/html/index.en.html
https://epsilon.escb.eu/limesurvey3/915267?lang=en
https://epsilon.escb.eu/limesurvey3/915267?lang=en
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/blog/date/2020/html/ecb.blog201020~0f195b9ea2.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/blog/date/2020/html/ecb.blog201020~0f195b9ea2.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/blog/date/2020/html/ecb.blog201020~0f195b9ea2.en.html
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb49_36.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb49_36.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb49_36.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpwps/ecb.wp2646~5ebd30e172.en.pdf?51f45d72baa0ab7c510d5d7cc7359b6e
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpwps/ecb.wp2646~5ebd30e172.en.pdf?51f45d72baa0ab7c510d5d7cc7359b6e
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpwps/ecb.wp2646~5ebd30e172.en.pdf?51f45d72baa0ab7c510d5d7cc7359b6e
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Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) 

FAO is responsible for the compilation, analysis and dissemination of a 
comprehensive variety of statistical data on food, agriculture, and the 
sustainable management of natural resources. The organization provides free 
and unrestricted access to 18 major databases and produces publications 
with key statistical content covering different topics under FAO’s mandate. It 
published its policy on open data. FAO has adopted an Open Data Licensing 
Policy, and advocates for the application of a suitable open data license to all 
statistical data in agriculture and nutrition. The organization is fully 
committed to promote open data practices to improve data access, derive 
additional value from data assets, and maximize data use. In this sense, FAO 
launched the Data Lab to support monitoring of evidence-based policy 
decisions by member countries and accelerate progress on SDG in 43 focus 
countries. FAO also leads GODAM - the Global Open Data for Agriculture and 
Nutrition. GODAM has developed licenses, standards and courses to support 
adoption of open data practices in agriculture and nutrition. 

• Farm Data Management, Sharing 
and Services for Agriculture 
Development 

• Assessment of Agricultural Plastics 
and Their Sustainability: A Call for 
Action 

• Agricultural Codes of Conduct 
Toolkit for data sharing 

International Labour 
Organization (ILO) 

International Labour Organization (ILO) puts strong emphasis on 
accountability and transparency for the governance of its own databases. It 
applies the data standards established by the U.N. for reporting financial data 
and working with the International Aid Transparency Initiative and the OECD-
DAC. The ILO sees transparency as part of the larger process of informed 
governance and organizational learning.  

• Governance of Labour Market 
Data and the Ability of BRICS 
Labour Market Information and 
Analysis Systems to Report on the 
SDGs 

• Filling data and knowledge gaps 
on occupational safety and health 
in global supply chains 

https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/data-sources/en/
https://www.fao.org/faolex/opendata/en
https://www.fao.org/statistics/databases
https://www.fao.org/statistics/databases
https://www.fao.org/3/ca7570en/ca7570en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/ca7570en/ca7570en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/ca7570en/ca7570en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/datalab/website/web/about-data-lab-statistical-innovation
https://www.godan.info/
https://www.godan.info/pages/action
https://www.godan.info/training-courses
https://www.godan.info/pages/tools-and-resources
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1382042/
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1382042/
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1382042/
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7856en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7856en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7856en
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/accountability-and-transparency/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/accountability-and-transparency/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/departments-and-offices/governance/labadmin-osh/programmes/vzf/data-and-knowledge-gaps/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/departments-and-offices/governance/labadmin-osh/programmes/vzf/data-and-knowledge-gaps/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/departments-and-offices/governance/labadmin-osh/programmes/vzf/data-and-knowledge-gaps/lang--en/index.htm
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International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international intergovernmental 
organization whose Executive Board established a Steering Group to help 
ensure the staff, management, and Executive Board maintain the highest 
possible standards around internal governance, use of data and 
accountability. As part of this effort, the Board’s Steering and the Staff 
Working groups will take stock of current procedures and systems in place, 
assess their effectiveness, and recommend improvements as needed to 
ensure that arrangements reflect best practices. The IMF publishes a range of 
time series data on IMF lending, exchange rates and other economic and 
financial indicators. Manuals, guides, and other material on statistical 
practices at the IMF, in member countries, and of the statistical community 
at large are also available. 

• Toward a Global Approach to Data 
in the Digital Age 

• Managing Technology in Finance: 
Global Approaches for the Digital 
Age 

International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has a Focus Group on Data 
Processing and Management to Support IoT and Smart Cities & Communities 
as well as ICT Data and Statistics Division. ITU Academy on Big Data and 
Statistics assists governments in developing countries in their ICT data 
collection and dissemination. Support is provided for the production of 
statistics in the areas of ICT infrastructure, ICT prices, and access and use of 
ICTs by households and individuals.  

• Open Data Governance is Key to 
Building a Smart City 

• Data and Governance in Smart 
Sustainable Cities 

• One Data Policy in Indonesia 
• Sovereignty and Data Sharing 

NATO NATO is an intergovernmental military alliance. NATO coordinates defense 
planning among nations, ensuring Allies are investing, developing and 
adopting the latest technologies. Cyber defense is part of NATO’s core tasks. 
NATO 2030 Initiative to strengthen the Alliance includes cybersecurity. NATO 
Science and Technology Organization (STO) works on military data collection 
and management operations. NATO Modeling & Simulation Center for 
Excellence provides education, knowledge management, support to concept 
development, integration, and interoperability of M&S systems.   

• NATO 2030: United for a New Era 
• An Artificial Intelligence Strategy 

for NATO  

https://www.imf.org/en/Home
https://www.imf.org/en/Home
https://www.imf.org/en/Home
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/12/17/pr21384-imf-executive-board-announces-follow-up-work-on-institutional-safeguards
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/12/17/pr21384-imf-executive-board-announces-follow-up-work-on-institutional-safeguards
https://www.imf.org/en/Data
https://www.imf.org/en/Data
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Staff-Discussion-Notes/Issues/2021/10/06/Towards-a-Global-Approach-to-Data-in-the-Digital-Age-466264
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Staff-Discussion-Notes/Issues/2021/10/06/Towards-a-Global-Approach-to-Data-in-the-Digital-Age-466264
https://www.imf.org/en/videos/view?vid=6281315714001
https://www.imf.org/en/videos/view?vid=6281315714001
https://www.imf.org/en/videos/view?vid=6281315714001
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/dpm/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/about.aspx
https://academy.itu.int/main-activities/capacity-development/big-data-and-statistics
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/iot/201703/Documents/Presentations/S3-2-EstherMinguela-OpenDataGovernance-Platform-Interoperability.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/iot/201703/Documents/Presentations/S3-2-EstherMinguela-OpenDataGovernance-Platform-Interoperability.pdf
https://www.itu.int/pub/S-JOURNAL-ICTS.V1I2-2018-8
https://www.itu.int/pub/S-JOURNAL-ICTS.V1I2-2018-8
https://www.itu.int/en/journal/002/Pages/09.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/journal/002/Pages/11.aspx
https://www.nato.int/
https://www.nato.int/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_78170.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato2030/
https://www.nato.int/nato2030/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_88745.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_88745.htm
https://www.mscoe.org/mission-and-vision/
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/10/25/an-artificial-intelligence-strategy-for-nato/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/10/25/an-artificial-intelligence-strategy-for-nato/index.html
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Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has the 
first internationally agreed upon set of principles and policy guidance on how 
governments can maximize the cross-sectoral benefits of all types of data – 
personal, non-personal, open, proprietary, public and private – while 
protecting the rights of individuals and organizations. The Organization 
adopted in 2021 the Recommendation on Enhancing Access to and Sharing of 
Data. The Good Practice Principles for Data Ethics in the Public Sector support 
the ethical use of data in digital government projects, products, and services 
to ensure they are worthy of citizens' trust. The OECD’s Horizontal Project 
Going Digital focuses on its third phase on data governance. The work on 
data governance is led by the Committee on Digital Economy Policy (CDEP) 
and its working parties, in particular the Working Party on Data Governance 
and Privacy in the Digital Economy (DGP).  

• Data governance: Enhancing 
access to and sharing of data 

• Enhancing Access to and Sharing 
of Data 

• Open Government Data Report 
• Government Access to Personal 

Data Held by the Private Sector 
• Enhanced Access to Publicly 

Funded Data for Science, 
Technology and Innovation 

• The Path to Becoming a Data-
Driven Public Sector 

• Health Data Governance  

https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0463
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0463
https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government/good-practice-principles-for-data-ethics-in-the-public-sector.htm
https://oecdgroups.oecd.org/Bodies/ShowBodyView.aspx?BodyID=1837&Lang=en#:~:text=The%20Committee%20on%20Digital%20Economy%20Policy%20shall%20be%20responsible%20for,with%20the%20tools%20needed%20to
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhancing-access-to-and-sharing-of-data-276aaca8-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhancing-access-to-and-sharing-of-data-276aaca8-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government/open-government-data-report-9789264305847-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/ieconomy/trusted-government-access-personal-data-private-sector.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/ieconomy/trusted-government-access-personal-data-private-sector.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhanced-access-to-publicly-funded-data-for-science-technology-and-innovation-947717bc-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhanced-access-to-publicly-funded-data-for-science-technology-and-innovation-947717bc-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhanced-access-to-publicly-funded-data-for-science-technology-and-innovation-947717bc-en.htm
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/the-path-to-becoming-a-data-driven-public-sector_9cada708-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/the-path-to-becoming-a-data-driven-public-sector_9cada708-en
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/health-data-governance_9789264244566-en#page1
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United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) strongly 
advocates for a global approach to the governance of data and cross-border 
data flows and this includes agreeing on digital and data-related rights and 
principles in Digital Economy Report 2021. UNCTAD Division on Technology 
and Logistics seeks to strengthen inclusive growth and development through 
science, technology and innovation, including information and 
communications technology for development; efficient, resilient and 
sustainable trade logistics services; and training and capacity-building 
programs. Intergovernmental bodies of relevance in this context: 
Intergovernmental Group of Experts on E-Commerce and the Digital Economy 
(Meeting of 10-12 May 2023 to focus on the topic of “How to make data 
work for the 2030 Agenda”) and the Commission on Science and Technology 
for Development (subsidiary body of ECOSOC, for which UNCTAD is 
responsible for its substantive servicing. Publications: “UNCTAD calls on 

countries to make digital data flow for the benefit of all” In the upcoming 
event, “e-Commerce Week: Data and Digitalization for Development,” the 
group will put special emphasis on data and cross-border data flows and the 
crucial role they play in economic and social development. Reflecting on the 
wide differences that exist between and within countries to harness data, the 
connectivity-related digital divide is being heightened by what can be called a 
data divide. Countries with limited capacities to turn data into digital 
intelligence and business opportunities, and use them for economic and 
social development, are at a clear disadvantage. 

• Competition and Consumer 
Protection Policies for Inclusive 
Development in the Digital Era 

• Digital Economy Report 2021 - 
Cross-border data flows and 
development: For whom the data 
flow 

https://unctad.org/
https://unctad.org/
https://unctad.org/
https://unctad.org/
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
https://unctad.org/about/organization/division-technology-and-logistics
https://unctad.org/about/organization/division-technology-and-logistics
https://unctad.org/news/unctad-calls-countries-make-digital-data-flow-benefit-all
https://unctad.org/news/unctad-calls-countries-make-digital-data-flow-benefit-all
https://unctad.org/eweek2022
https://unctad.org/webflyer/competition-and-consumer-protection-policies-inclusive-development-digital-era
https://unctad.org/webflyer/competition-and-consumer-protection-policies-inclusive-development-digital-era
https://unctad.org/webflyer/competition-and-consumer-protection-policies-inclusive-development-digital-era
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
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United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
has various initiatives that go beyond sharing their own data, improving 
statistical data practices or dealing with issues of data trust such as privacy 
and data governance transparency and ethics for Artificial Intelligence to 
promote human rights and the SGDs. It hosts the UNESCO Inclusive Policy Lab 
and the Data for Sustainable Development Goals. The Lab enables data-based 
knowledge co-creation and translation into inclusive policies, and hosts a 
podcast series that has covered relevant data or data governance issues. The 
Data for Sustainable Development Goals is led by UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics (UIS), and works with national statistical offices, line ministries and 
technical partners around the world, to monitor initiatives to measure SDG 4 
(Quality Education). UNESCO has also developed eight key principles to help 
decision-makers and educational planners and managers take informed 
decisions regarding the development of open school data policies. In late 
2021, UNESCO’s 41st General Conference unanimously ratified the UNESCO 
Recommendation on Open Science. The UNESCO Recommendations on Open 
Science and Open Educational Resources are international frameworks that 
can guide national governments, funders, educational institutions, scientists, 
educators, and civil society organizations as they work to create a world in 
which open access to knowledge is a basic human right. 

• Data is an instrument - are we 
using it right? 

• What if We All Governed the 
Internet? Advancing 
Multistakeholder Participation in 
Internet Governance 

• The Effects of AI on the Working 
Lives of Women 

• Preliminary study of the technical, 
financial and legal aspects of the 
desirability of a UNESCO 
Recommendation on Open 
Science 

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Refugee 
Agency, is a global organization dedicated to saving lives, protecting rights 
and building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced communities and 
stateless people. UNHCR has set vision, strategic priorities and key actions in 
its Data Transformation Strategy. Data production, process and sharing is 
crucial for the UNHCR mission. It works with data and statistics to understand 
important information to save, protect, and improve the lives of refugees, 
other forcibly displaced and stateless people. Good data is crucial for UNHCR 
to make informed decisions to plan operations and to allow it to demonstrate 
accountability to beneficiaries, governments, partners and donors in a 
tangible and comparable way. UNHCR has various internal data management 
processes.  

• Information Management Toolkit 
• Evaluation of UNHCR’s data use 

and information management 
approaches 

• Registration data for operational 
planning and programming 

https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-stands-strong-protecting-data-and-privacy
https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence/ethics
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/about-lab
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/search/site/?search=data%20governance
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/search/site/?search=data%20governance
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/learning/all/field_learning_type/podcast-82
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000378493/PDF/378493eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49556&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/learning/data-instrument-%E2%80%93-are-we-using-it-right
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/learning/data-instrument-%E2%80%93-are-we-using-it-right
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380861?3=null&queryId=N-45ba569a-dd86-48d7-8acf-1d4011f5cd7d
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380861?3=null&queryId=N-45ba569a-dd86-48d7-8acf-1d4011f5cd7d
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://www.unhcr.org/5dc2e4734.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/data.html
https://im.unhcr.org/imtoolkit/upload/files/toolkitPDF/eng/Information%20Management%20Toolkit_%20Aug%202017.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5dd4f7d24.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5dd4f7d24.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5dd4f7d24.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/registration-guidance/chapter7/registration-data-for-operational-planning-and-programming/
https://www.unhcr.org/registration-guidance/chapter7/registration-data-for-operational-planning-and-programming/
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United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme 
(UN-Habitat) 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) makes urban 
and settlement statistics available via its Urban Observatory model and the 
national sample of cities. To help find creative solutions to the urban 
information crisis, UN-Habitat developed the urban observatory model for 
urban data collection and analysis, in partnership with cities around the 
world. Urban observatories consist of five major components: a stakeholder 
network who help operationalize it, data, a data dissemination platform, an 
observatory support system and a decision support interface, and are well-
positioned to address the frequently expressed need for reliable, high 
resolution urban datasets specific to the cities and immediate city-regions in 
which they operate.  Its Innovation Unit hosts the United Nations Innovation 
Technology Accelerator for Cities (UNITAC) that leads the agency’s work on 
digital cooperation, provides technical support to UN-Habitat’s flagship 
program on People-Centered Smart Cities and is involved in a number of 
global networks working on digital and innovation thematic areas. 

• The People-Centered Smart Cities 
• A Guide: Leveraging Multi-Level 

Governance Approaches to 
Promote Health Equality 

• The Sixth Global Environment 
Outlook (GEO) for Cities Report 

• Global State of National Urban 
Policy 2021 

United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
(UNIDO) 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is a 
specialized U.N. agency whose mandate is to maintain international industrial 
statistics databases and disseminate industrial data globally as well as to 
meet the internal needs of statistics for the Organization’s research and 
technical cooperation activities. It provides an open data platform with 
information on UNIDO’s budget and programs and various free-access 
databases with focus on monitoring the SDG9 (Industry, Innovation and 
Infrastructure). In 2019, it also launched the Industrial Analytics Platform 
(IAP), an innovative tool featuring, in an accessible format, data on select 
indicators of industrial development and relevant research by leading experts 
to harnessing the power of data to increase the efficiency of planning and 
implementation of programs as well as support the design of evidence-based 
policies. 

• Big Data - Its Relevance and 
Impact on Industrial Statistics 

• Strategic Industrial Intelligence 
and Governance 

• Theme Report On Innovation, 
Technology and Data Towards the 
Achievement of SDG7 and Net-
Zero Emissions 

https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://data.unhabitat.org/pages/urban-observatories
https://unhabitat.org/programme/people-centered-smart-cities
https://unhabitat.org/programme/people-centered-smart-cities/centering-people-in-smart-cities
https://unhabitat.org/a-guide-leveraging-multi-level-governance-approaches-to-promote-health-equity
https://unhabitat.org/a-guide-leveraging-multi-level-governance-approaches-to-promote-health-equity
https://unhabitat.org/a-guide-leveraging-multi-level-governance-approaches-to-promote-health-equity
https://unhabitat.org/the-sixth-global-environment-outlook-geo-for-cities-report
https://unhabitat.org/the-sixth-global-environment-outlook-geo-for-cities-report
https://unhabitat.org/global-state-of-national-urban-policy-2021
https://unhabitat.org/global-state-of-national-urban-policy-2021
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/cross-cutting-services/industrial-policy-advice-research-and-statistics/development-policy-statistics-and-research
https://open.unido.org/
https://stat.unido.org/
https://stat.unido.org/
https://iap.unido.org/home
https://iap.unido.org/home
https://www.unido.org/api/opentext/documents/download/9921461/unido-file-9921461
https://www.unido.org/api/opentext/documents/download/9921461/unido-file-9921461
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/2012-07/Strategic%20industrial%20intelligence%20and%20governance_0.pdf
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/2012-07/Strategic%20industrial%20intelligence%20and%20governance_0.pdf
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
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United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)  

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
contributes to principled and effective humanitarian response through 
coordination, advocacy, policy, information management, and humanitarian 
financing tools and services. OCHA’s country and regional offices are 
responsible for delivering the core functions in the field by leveraging 
functional expertise throughout the organization. It hosts various information 
management services, including the Centre for Humanitarian Data (CHD), 
which is focused on increasing the use and impact of data in the 
humanitarian sector. The Centre’s activities will accelerate the changes 
required for the humanitarian system to become data driven. The group 
focuses on four areas: data services, data literacy, data responsibility, and 
predictive analytics. It manages the Humanitarian Data Exchange and the 
Humanitarian Exchange Language.  

• Resource library   Catalogue of 
predictive models 

• Case Studies  blogs  videos,  The 
State Of Open Humanitarian Data 
2021: Assessing Data Availability 
Across Humanitarian Crises 

• From Digital Promise to Frontline 
Practice: New and Emerging 
Technologies in Humanitarian 
Action (Full Report)    

• World Humanitarian Data and 
Trends 2018   

United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a U.N. office 
established to educate about the danger of drug abuse and to strengthen 
international action against illicit drug production and trafficking and drug-
related crimes. It published Data Disclosure Framework: General practices 
developed by international service providers in response to overseas 
government requests for data. UNODC hosts various databases to support 
international cooperation. 

• Data Matters 
• What is Internet Governance 
• The governance of cyberspace 
• Networks and States: the Global 

Politics of Internet Governance 

United Nations Statistics 
Division (UNSD) 

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) adopted Fundamental Principles of 
National Official Statistics. The need for a set of principles governing official 
statistics became apparent at the end of the 1980s when countries in Central 
Europe began to change from centrally planned economies to market-
oriented democracies. It was essential to ensure that national statistical 
systems in such countries would be able to produce appropriate and reliable 
data that adhered to certain professional and scientific standards. Projects 
include: Open SDG Data Hub, SDG Global Database, and UN Global Platform. 
UNSD hosts the annual UN World Data Forum, with an agenda that has 
expanded over the years to cover various elements of data governance 
beyond statistical issues.  

• Shaping the data governance 
landscape: a multi-sectoral 
approach to use, protection and 
inclusive digital transformation  

http://unocha.org/
http://unocha.org/
http://unocha.org/
http://unocha.org/
http://unocha.org/
https://www.unocha.org/ocha-digital-services
https://www.unocha.org/ocha-digital-services
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-services/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-literacy/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-responsibility/
https://centre.humdata.org/predictive-analytics/
https://centre.humdata.org/predictive-analytics/
https://data.humdata.org/
https://hxlstandard.org/
https://hxlstandard.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/resource-library/
https://centre.humdata.org/catalogue-for-predictive-models-in-the-humanitarian-sector/
https://centre.humdata.org/catalogue-for-predictive-models-in-the-humanitarian-sector/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/case-study/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/c/OCHACentreforHumanitarianData
https://centre.humdata.org/category/article/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/WHDT2018_web_final_spread.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/WHDT2018_web_final_spread.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/uploads/pdf/El%20Evidence%20Hub/Data_Disclosure_Framework.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/international-cooperation/databases.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/data-matters.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/data/_university_uni_/what_is_internet_governance.html?lng=en
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/data/_university_uni_/the_governance_of_cyberspace.html?lng=en
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/data/_university_uni_/networks_and_states_the_global_politics_of_internet_governance.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/data/_university_uni_/networks_and_states_the_global_politics_of_internet_governance.html
https://unstats.un.org/home/
https://unstats.un.org/home/
https://unstats.un.org/home/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx
https://unstats-undesa.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/unsdg
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/un-global-platform.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/index.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/blog/Shaping-the-data-governance-landscape/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/blog/Shaping-the-data-governance-landscape/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/blog/Shaping-the-data-governance-landscape/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/blog/Shaping-the-data-governance-landscape/
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World Bank A new World Bank-wide data governance architecture has launched a three-

pronged WB Data Framework, and has identified (and is now implementing) 

a 3-year action plan to better position the Bank to become a data-driven 

organization. The World Bank is a leading global institution in opening data 

for public goods. The Bank has opened more than 20,000 indicators through 

the Development Data Hub program.    

The World Bank’s Indicators API receives more than 25 million pulls per 

month. Hundreds of surveys and millions of interviews are freely accessible in 

the Microdata Library. The World Bank is likewise supporting client countries 

with data and statistics modernization, including through the World Bank 

‘Data for Policy’ (D4P) initiative. The Bank is also supporting clients to open 

and use their own data, and to thus transform data into knowledge and 

action, and have led delivery of Open Data Readiness Assessments, 

summarized our expertise in an Open Government Data Toolkit, and partner 

with a range of WB operational teams to support country clients to 

implement their own open data and data use. 
 

• World Development Report 2021: 
Data for Better Lives 

• International Cooperation Can 
Address Data Governance 
Challenges 

• World Development Report 2021 
Data for Better Lives 

World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), established in 1967, and 
currently with 193 member states, is the global forum for intellectual 
property (IP) services, policy, information and cooperation. It is a self-funding 
agency of the United Nations. Its mission is to lead the development of a 
balanced and effective international IP system that enables innovation and 
creativity for the benefit of all. In addition to providing various statistical 
databases and also consolidating repositories that support researchers within 
its services, WIPO leads the discussion on intellectual property rights over 
data and databases within the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related 
Rights (SCCR). WIPO administers various intellectual property treaties and 
conventions, including the Bern Convention and WIPO Copyright Treaty 
(WCT), which covers intellectual property rights over databases (compilations 
of data). Within various working groups, and also in discussion within the 
Assembly, WIPO is focused on developing new narratives and alternatives for 
enhancing data protection within the context of the digital society. WIPO also 
provides training on data governance and management issues. 

• Intellectual property in a data-
driven world 

• A Guide To Data Protection In 
Mobile Applications 

• Studies on the topic of protection 
of non-original databases 

• Summary on Existing Legislation 
Concerning IP in Non-Original 
Databases 

• Existing National and Regional 
Legislation Concerning IP in 
Databases 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.worldbank.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380138051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qkcfIR6Ndu6GRI9QaBQT%2Fsnt8CJUoJjC%2FrHGomPtVdA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdatahelpdesk.worldbank.org%2Fknowledgebase%2Farticles%2F889392-about-the-indicators-api-documentation&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380138051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5L0Lsx9arakA2FiF1t0GMvlrPCf%2BOvVyXM05PMwDJw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmicrodata.worldbank.org%2Findex.php%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380138051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=toqf5G%2FLKw%2B5UwSmM3snU4y5r3irAzVKMN%2B1t4SuNCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenknowledge.worldbank.org%2Fhandle%2F10986%2F33857&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380138051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RjDIfgumkcW3D4MO4FfWtBwJQiMR0xZSiKQ3MblBu2s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fopendatatoolkit.worldbank.org%2Fen%2Fodra.html&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380294309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KGaXExgLl7R1ilEyzn1AdxfnXUDYdZ%2F5NBtdlAmRZI8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopendatatoolkit.worldbank.org%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380294309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2tvGIICJpElW27OqTCO7n3wwBPr6SPemFheGbnOi70M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldbank.org%2Fen%2Fprograms%2Fdata-use-and-literacy-program&data=05%7C01%7Czhou17%40un.org%7C85b6c4a0092e4c9f73c008db3b236296%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638168795380294309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=atq2kc7jAwqIG5lprChE6PMFTfcr6sWDuP0XCicJfRo%3D&reserved=0
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/stories/governing-data/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/stories/governing-data/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/spotlights/international-cooperation-can-address-data-governance-challenges/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/spotlights/international-cooperation-can-address-data-governance-challenges/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/spotlights/international-cooperation-can-address-data-governance-challenges/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/the-report/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/the-report/
https://www.wipo.int/
https://www.wipo.int/
https://www.wipo.int/
https://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/
https://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/
http://www.un.org/en/
https://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/
https://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/
https://www.wipo.int/econ_stat/en/economics/research/
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/databases.html
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/databases.html
https://www.wipo.int/policy/en/sccr/
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/wct/
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/wct/
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=40964
https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2019/05/article_0001.html
https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2019/05/article_0001.html
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/pdf/wipo-guide-data-protection-mobile-apps.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/pdf/wipo-guide-data-protection-mobile-apps.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/non_original_db_studies.html
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/non_original_db_studies.html
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=2296
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=2296
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=2296
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=687
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=687
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=687
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World Health Organization 
(WHO) 

World Health Organization (WHO) has published the data principles that 
provide a foundation for continually reaffirming trust in WHO’s information 
and evidence on public health. The five principles are designed to provide a 
framework for data governance for WHO and standards that govern how 
data that flows into, across, and out of WHO is collected, processed, shared, 
and used. WHO’s Digital & Data Working Group of the Health Data 
Collaborative supports governance of health data. Global Data Health 
Observatory explores health data by topic. WHO issued a Call for Health Data, 
which might be the basis of  future work.  

• Health Data as a global public 
good - a call for Health Data 
Governance 

World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)’s Tourism Data Dashboard provides 
statistics and insights on key indicators for inbound and outbound tourism at 
the global, regional and national levels. Data covers tourist arrivals, tourism 
share of exports and contribution to GDP, source markets, seasonality and 
accommodation. Tourism Statistics Data constitutes the most comprehensive 
statistical information available on the tourism sector. Under its work of 
Tourism for the SDGs, UNWTO has also explored the trends, opportunities, 
and challenges in using big data and digitalization in the tourism sector, to 
examine its relationship with statistical frameworks to better measure the 
economic, social, and environmental impact of tourism. 

• Big Data for Better Tourism Policy 
Management, and Sustainable 
Recovery from COVID-19 

World Trade Organization 
(WTO) 

World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization that 
regulates and facilitates international trade between nations. It maintains 
databases on tariffs and trade. Data governance issues are under the WTO E-
commerce Work Program established in 1998. Most recently, 86 countries 
have embarked on the E-Commerce Initiative and e-commerce negotiations, 
with special focus on data flow and privacy, via working groups and in order 
to update WTO rules due to the challenges of TRIPS and GATS application for 
e-commerce and e-trade. Events were held in 2020 and 2021 to support 
WTO’s E-commerce Initiative and negotiations. The WTO is also pushing via 
pronouncements and events for better regulatory cooperation to enable 
data-enabled services, including global supply chain services. In early 2022, 
WTO Chairs Programme - which discusses research plans, networking and 
needs of policy makers - set as one of its new research focuses the impact of 
the accelerating digital evolution on trade and trade regulation, and the role 
of the WTO within this context.  

• Accelerating Trade Digitalization 
to Support MSME Financing 

• Promoting Access to Medical 
Technologies and Innovation: 
Intersections between public 
health, intellectual property and 
trade 

• 20 Years of the Information 
Technology Agreement 

https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/fileadmin/uploads/hdc/Documents/Working_Groups/Data_and_Digital_Governance/Governance_TOR.pdf
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/fileadmin/uploads/hdc/Documents/Working_Groups/Data_and_Digital_Governance/Governance_TOR.pdf
https://www.who.int/data/gho
https://www.who.int/data/gho
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.unwto.org/
https://www.unwto.org/
https://www.unwto.org/
https://www.unwto.org/unwto-tourism-dashboard
https://www.unwto.org/tourism-statistics-data
https://www.unwto.org/tourism4sdgs
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284423095
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284423095
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284423095
https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/data_pub_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_work_programme_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_work_programme_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/274.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/joint_statement_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/jsec_04feb22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/jsec_04feb22_e.htm
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/big-data-and-global-trade-law/wto-law-and-crossborder-data-flows/FC0CF4A171B57CB6BF4F7CE96C5F1D45
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/tradedialogueslseries_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/miwi_04mar22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/ddgag_07mar22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/train_e/chairs_prog_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/chair_17feb22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tradedigitaltomsmes_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tradedigitaltomsmes_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/ita20years2017_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/ita20years2017_e.htm
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B. Regional Intergovernmental Organizations 

Intergovernmental 
Organization 

Description Sample publications 

African Union African Union is a continental union of 55 member states working to promote 
the unity and solidarity of the African states, defend their sovereignty, and 
cooperate internationally. Infrastructure, Technology & Innovation fall under 
the AU Development Agency. It has recognized that “data is an essential 
resource for economic growth, competitiveness, innovation, job creation and 
societal progress” and that “cross-border flow of personal data, which will be 
amplified by the development of the digital economy, calls for intra-Africa 
cooperation to enforce data protection legislation.” To advance the 2014 
African Union Convention on Cyber Security and Personal Data Protection 
Convention and support for the data economy to flourish in Africa, AU is 
fostering multistakeholder dialogues for the development of regional 
cooperation frameworks. This includes the Africa Data Leadership Initiative 
(ADLI). Moreover, the Second Continental Progress Report includes 
recommendations on data management and knowledge capitalization for the 
Agenda 2063, Africa’s blueprint and master plan for transforming Africa into 
the global powerhouse of the future. The Agenda 2063 Progress Report and 
current Flagship projects - from setting the African Continental Free Trade 
Area  (AfCFTA) to the pan-Africa e-network and e-universities integration - 
recognize data as an enabler element and demand various developments for 
sectoral data governance and management and improvement of national 
statistical capacities.  

• Second Continental Report on the 
Implementation of Agenda 
2063    

• Strategy for the Harmonization of 
Statistics in Africa – SHaSA 2 

https://au.int/
https://au.int/
https://au.int/en/overview
https://au.int/en/overview
https://socialprotection.org/connect/stakeholders/african-union-development-agency-auda-nepad
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201006/african-union-leading-data-economy-africa-africa
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-union-convention-cyber-security-and-personal-data-protection
https://futurestate.org/adli/
https://futurestate.org/adli/
https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/flagship-projects
https://au.int/agenda2063/outcomes
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/41480-doc-2nd_Continental_Progress_Report_on_Agenda_2063_English.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/41480-doc-2nd_Continental_Progress_Report_on_Agenda_2063_English.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/41480-doc-2nd_Continental_Progress_Report_on_Agenda_2063_English.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/34580-doc-34577-doc-shasa_ii_strategy_eng_full_web.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/34580-doc-34577-doc-shasa_ii_strategy_eng_full_web.pdf
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African Development Bank  African Development Bank is a regional multilateral bank, composed of 54 
African countries and 27 non-African countries. The overarching objective of 
the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group is to spur sustainable economic 
development and social progress in its regional member countries (RMCs), 
thus contributing to poverty reduction. The Bank Group achieves this 
objective by: mobilizing and allocating resources for investment in RMCs and 
providing policy advice and technical assistance to support development 
efforts. The Bank has supported statistical harmonization as well as countries' 
data-based e government efforts and open data to monitor projects towards 
the SDGs. 

• 2020 Africa Sustainable 
Development Report    

• The Natural Gas Value Chain    
• Water Strategy 2021 - 2025: 

Towards a Water Secure Africa    

Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an intergovernmental forum 
working to promote sustainable economic growth, trade, investment, and 
prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region. Data management and governance is one 
of 10 APEC Data Science & Analytics competencies. The Digital Economy 
Steering Group facilitates the development of the internet and digital 
economy and advises on the implementation of the APEC Internet and Digital 
Economy Roadmap. 

• APEC Internet and Digital 
Economy Roadmap    

• Fostering an Enabling Policy and 
Regulatory Environment in APEC 
for Data-Utilizing Businesses    

• GDPR and CBPR: Reconciling 
Personal Data Protection and 
Trade     

Association of Caribbean 
States 

Association of Caribbean States (ACS) is an advisory association of nations in 
the Caribbean Basin working to promote cooperation in the areas of tourism, 
trade, transport, and disaster risk reduction. It advocates for statistical 
development and data sharing within its regional cooperation and resources 
mobilization work.  

• Only Together - Transforming 
Disaster Risk Management in the 
Greater Caribbean    

• Distanced Dealings: The Case for 
Low-Contact Transactions in the 
Regional Tourism Industry  

Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a political and economic 
union of 10 member states in Southeast Asia to promote intergovernmental 
cooperation and facilitate economic growth, social progress, and cultural 

development in the region. The “ASEAN Data Management Framework” 
outlines strategic priorities, including data life cycle and ecosystem, cross 
border data flows, digitization, and regulation and policy. The Working Group 
on Digital Data Governance (WG-DDG) was established in 2018 to develop the 
ASEAN Framework on Digital Data Governance and to implement its key 
initiatives. 

• ASEAN Data Management 
Framework: Data Governance 
and Protection Throughout the 
Data Lifecycle   

• ASEAN Telecommunications and 
Information Technology Ministers 
Meeting: Framework on digital 
data governance    

• ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025  

https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/about/corporate-information
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB,%20SHaSA_web.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/lesotho-egovernment-infrastructure-project-completion-report
https://www.afdb.org/en/search/content/open%20data
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/2020-africa-sustainable-development-report
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/2020-africa-sustainable-development-report
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/natural-gas-value-chain-potential-national-economies
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+UNECE%3F&sxsrf=APq-WBvY-uqCTsCkSSIvmNpX7SixkfFxzg%3A1646752596446&ei=VHMnYvXRGpbPtQaBn4SIAg&ved=0ahUKEwj1y6y857b2AhWWZ80KHYEPASEQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=what+is+UNECE%3F&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIICAAQFhAKEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgYIABAWEB46BwgAEEcQsAM6BAgjECc6BAgAEEM6CggAELEDEIMBEEM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToFCAAQkQI6CggAELEDEIMBEAo6BAgAEAo6BggAEAoQA0oECEEYAEoECEYYAFD_DljtH2DuIWgBcAF4AIABZogB5QSSAQM2LjGYAQCgAQHIAQjAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+UNECE%3F&sxsrf=APq-WBvY-uqCTsCkSSIvmNpX7SixkfFxzg%3A1646752596446&ei=VHMnYvXRGpbPtQaBn4SIAg&ved=0ahUKEwj1y6y857b2AhWWZ80KHYEPASEQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=what+is+UNECE%3F&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIICAAQFhAKEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgYIABAWEB46BwgAEEcQsAM6BAgjECc6BAgAEEM6CggAELEDEIMBEEM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToFCAAQkQI6CggAELEDEIMBEAo6BAgAEAo6BggAEAoQA0oECEEYAEoECEYYAFD_DljtH2DuIWgBcAF4AIABZogB5QSSAQM2LjGYAQCgAQHIAQjAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.apec.org/
https://www.apec.org/
https://www.apec.org/
https://www.apec.org/press/infographics/10-recommended-apec-data-science-and-analytics
https://www.apec.org/groups/committee-on-trade-and-investment/digital-economy-steering-group
https://www.apec.org/groups/committee-on-trade-and-investment/digital-economy-steering-group
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2019/7/fostering-an-enabling-policy-and-regulatory-environment-in-apec-for-data-utilizing-businesses/toc/full-report.pdf?sfvrsn=114288d6_1
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2019/7/fostering-an-enabling-policy-and-regulatory-environment-in-apec-for-data-utilizing-businesses/toc/full-report.pdf?sfvrsn=114288d6_1
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2019/7/fostering-an-enabling-policy-and-regulatory-environment-in-apec-for-data-utilizing-businesses/toc/full-report.pdf?sfvrsn=114288d6_1
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/Publications/2018/10/GDPR-and-CBPR---Reconciling-Personal-Data-Protection-and-Trade/218_PSU_Policy-Brief_GDPR_CBPR.pdf
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/Publications/2018/10/GDPR-and-CBPR---Reconciling-Personal-Data-Protection-and-Trade/218_PSU_Policy-Brief_GDPR_CBPR.pdf
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/Publications/2018/10/GDPR-and-CBPR---Reconciling-Personal-Data-Protection-and-Trade/218_PSU_Policy-Brief_GDPR_CBPR.pdf
http://www.acs-aec.org/
http://www.acs-aec.org/
http://www.acs-aec.org/
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=disaster-risk-reduction/only-together-transforming-disaster-risk-management-in-the-greater-caribbean
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=disaster-risk-reduction/only-together-transforming-disaster-risk-management-in-the-greater-caribbean
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=disaster-risk-reduction/only-together-transforming-disaster-risk-management-in-the-greater-caribbean
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=sustainable-tourism/distanced-dealings-the-case-for-low-contact-transactions-in-the-regional-tourism
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=sustainable-tourism/distanced-dealings-the-case-for-low-contact-transactions-in-the-regional-tourism
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=sustainable-tourism/distanced-dealings-the-case-for-low-contact-transactions-in-the-regional-tourism
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Implementing-Guidelines-for-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework-and-Cross-Border-Data-Flows.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
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Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is a regional intergovernmental 
organization of 15 member states throughout the Caribbean working to 
promote economic integration and cooperation among its members and to 
ensure that the benefits of integration are equitably shared. Projects include 
the Digital Skills Taskforce, Girls in ICT Partnership Action Plan, Caribbean 
Sustainable Energy Forum, and CARICOM Secretariat Housing Database.   

• Regional Data Policy    Vision and 
Roadmap for a CARICOM Single 
ICT Space    

• Innovation, Digital Government, 
and Public Service Delivery for 
Sustainable Development in the 
Caribbean Region    

• Roadmap: Enhances Access, Use 
and management of 
Administrative Data in Statistical 
Programs 

Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) 

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) is a regional intergovernmental 
organization of 11 Eastern European and Asian countries working to 
encourage political, economic, and security cooperation among member 
states. CIS Statistical Committee coordinates, collects, and analyses statistical 
information, maintains databases, and disseminates statistical information. 

• The Eurasian Economic Union will 
continue work on the creation of 
the EAEU genomic selection 
system  

The Commonwealth The Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 54 countries, 
governed by the Commonwealth Charter, working to advance economies, 
social development, and human rights in member countries. Relevant 
programs include the Commonwealth Cyber Declaration program, public 
sector governance, and partnerships to support scientific and cybersecurity 
cooperation. 

• Big Data/Big Data Analytics    
• Commonwealth Trade Review 

2021: Energising Commonwealth 
Trade in a Digital World - Paths to 
Recovery Post-COVID 

https://caricom.org/how-we-work/
https://caricom.org/how-we-work/
https://caricom.org/how-we-work/
https://caricom.org/virtual-launch-of-the-caricom-digital-skills-task-force/
https://housing.caricom.org/
http://statistics.caricom.org/Files/Meetings/PRASC/CRQAF/RefDocs/Data_Policy-revised.pdf
https://caricom.org/documents/15510-vision_and_roadmap_for_a_single_ict_space_-_final_version_updated.pdf
https://caricom.org/documents/15510-vision_and_roadmap_for_a_single_ict_space_-_final_version_updated.pdf
https://caricom.org/documents/15510-vision_and_roadmap_for_a_single_ict_space_-_final_version_updated.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/cis.htm
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/cis.htm
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/cis.htm
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/commit.htm
https://e-cis.info/news/568/98750/
https://e-cis.info/news/568/98750/
https://e-cis.info/news/568/98750/
https://e-cis.info/news/568/98750/
https://thecommonwealth.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/charter
https://thecommonwealth.org/events/self-paced-e-learning-course-digital-infrastructure-and-digital-divide
https://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/public-sector-governance
https://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/public-sector-governance
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/new-partnership-explore-ocean-depths
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/experts-meet-ghana-addressing-cybercrime-sub-saharan-africa
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/migrated/inline/CFT%20Chapter%205.pdf
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
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Council of Europe Council of Europe is a continental organization working to uphold human 
rights, democracy, and the rule of law. The Council of Europe Data Protection 
Commissioner is in charge of overseeing data protection rules and all personal 
data collected and processed by the Council. It offers workshops on the 
development of data protection policy. The Information Society and Action 
against Crime Directorate monitors issues related to data protection and 
internet governance. The Council has various programs that impact data 
governance issues beyond privacy. They include, for instance, data and 
artificial intelligence; children’s data; crime and data flow; transparency, open 
government, and participation; bioethics and health data.  

• Convention 108+ Convention for 
the Protection of Individuals with 
Regard to the Processing of 
Personal Data    

• Handbook on European Data 
Protection Law    

• Data Protection    
• Handbook for policy makers on 

the rights of the child in the 
digital environment    

• Recommendation of the 
Committee of Ministers on the 
protection of individuals with 
regard to automatic processing of 
personal data in the context of 
profiling    

• Recommendation of the 
Committee of Ministers to 
member States on the human 
rights impacts of algorithmic 
systems  

Economic Community of 
West African States 
(ECOWAS) 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is a 15-member 
regional organization working to promote economic integration. ECOWAS 
Supplementary Act on Personal Data Protection (2010) encourages member 
states to adopt a unified data protection regulatory framework, which mirrors 
the EU’s Data Protection Directive. The Act outlines the basic principles 
guiding the processing of personal data and establishes consent as the 
primary legal basis. 

• ECOWAS Regional Agency for 
Agriculture and Food 
Newsletter    

• ECOWAS Commission Annual 
Report  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/data-protection-commissioner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/data-protection-commissioner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/-/support-to-vanuatu-workshop-on-the-development-of-a-data-protection-policy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/information-society-and-action-against-crime-directorate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/information-society-and-action-against-crime-directorate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/information-society-and-action-against-crime-directorate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/the-digital-environment
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/home
https://rm.coe.int/09000016808d341c
https://rm.coe.int/09000016808d341c
https://www.coe.int/en/web/participatory-democracy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/home
https://www.coe.int/t/dg3/health/
https://rm.coe.int/convention-108-convention-for-the-protection-of-individuals-with-regar/16808b36f1
https://rm.coe.int/convention-108-convention-for-the-protection-of-individuals-with-regar/16808b36f1
https://rm.coe.int/convention-108-convention-for-the-protection-of-individuals-with-regar/16808b36f1
https://rm.coe.int/convention-108-convention-for-the-protection-of-individuals-with-regar/16808b36f1
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_data_protection_ENG.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_data_protection_ENG.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/leaflet-data-protection-final-26-april-2019/1680943556
https://rm.coe.int/publication-it-handbook-for-policy-makers-final-eng/1680a069f8
https://rm.coe.int/publication-it-handbook-for-policy-makers-final-eng/1680a069f8
https://rm.coe.int/publication-it-handbook-for-policy-makers-final-eng/1680a069f8
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://ecowas.int/
https://ecowas.int/
https://ecowas.int/
https://ecowas.int/
https://ccdcoe.org/uploads/2018/10/ECOWAS-100216-PersonalDataProtection.pdf
https://ecowas.int/documentation/information-of-the-regional-agency-for-agriculture-and-food/
https://ecowas.int/documentation/information-of-the-regional-agency-for-agriculture-and-food/
https://ecowas.int/documentation/information-of-the-regional-agency-for-agriculture-and-food/
https://ecowas.int/documentation/ecowas-commission-annuel-report/
https://ecowas.int/documentation/ecowas-commission-annuel-report/
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The European Commission The European Commission is the European Union's politically independent 
executive arm. It is alone responsible for drawing up proposals for new 
European legislation, and it implements the decisions of the European 
Parliament and the Council of the EU. In 2018, the Commission proposed a 
number of policy and legislative initiatives to unlock the re-use potential of 
different types of data - both personal and non-personal - and create a 
common European data space under the umbrella of the EU Data Strategy. 
This work is based on two EC Communications: the 2014 Communication on 
the data-driven economy and a 2017 Communication on building a European 
data economy. Within this Strategy, and in addition to the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR), the EC is pushing forward the Data Act on 
harmonized rules on fair access to and use of data, which sets up rules 
regarding the use of data generated by Internet of Things (IoT) devices, 
fostering EU’s human-centric approach to data and the Data Governance Act. 
This process has included multistakeholder consultations. The European Data 
Protection Board, an independent body, ensures the consistent application of 
the GDPR. The EU, in 2019, also enacted the Legal Protection of Database 
Directive. In addition to normative innovation, the EC also leads projects and 
funding within its Big Data and Open Data portfolio, which includes projects 
from the Horizon 2020 Industrial Leadership - Information and 
Communication technologies LEIT-ICT) Work Programme. 

• Building a Data economy 
Brochure    

• The European Data Flow 
Monitoring Report 

• Facilitating cross border data flow 
in the Digital Single Market  

• Data governance and data 
policies at the European 
Commission    

• Free Flow of Non-Personal Data    
• European Data Spaces 

(upcoming) 
• European Data Market study 

Mercosur Mercosur, the Southern Common Market, is a regional trade organization 
working to promote a common space to generate business and investment 
opportunities through the competitive integration of national economies into 
the international market. In 2018, Digital Agenda Group (GAD) approved its 
first Action Plan (2018-20), with commitments on digital infrastructure and 
connectivity; security and trust in the digital environment; digital economy; 
digital skills; digital government, open government and public innovation; 
technical and regulatory aspects; digital signatures; and coordination in 
international forums. It hosts a repository of regional statistics focused on 
regional commerce. 

N/A 

https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-data-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/communication-data-driven-economy
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/communication-data-driven-economy
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2017:9:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2017:9:FIN
https://gdpr.eu/what-is-gdpr/#:~:text=The%20General%20Data%20Protection%20Regulation,to%20people%20in%20the%20EU.
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/data-act-proposal-regulation-harmonised-rules-fair-access-and-use-data
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_22_1312
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0767
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/stakeholder-dialogue-building-european-data-economy
https://edpb.europa.eu/about-edpb/about-edpb/who-we-are_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/about-edpb/about-edpb/who-we-are_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01996L0009-20190606
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01996L0009-20190606
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/information-and-communication-technologies
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/information-and-communication-technologies
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/building-data-economy-brochure
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/building-data-economy-brochure
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/european-data-flow-monitoring
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/european-data-flow-monitoring
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/facilitating-cross-border-data-flow-digital-single-market
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/facilitating-cross-border-data-flow-digital-single-market
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/summary-data-governance-data-policies_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/summary-data-governance-data-policies_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/summary-data-governance-data-policies_en.pdf
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/non-personal-data
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/staff-working-document-data-spaces
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/staff-working-document-data-spaces
http://www.datalandscape.eu/
https://www.mercosur.int/en/
https://www.mercosur.int/en/
https://www.mercosur.int/temas/agenda-digital/
https://estadisticas.mercosur.int/
https://estadisticas.mercosur.int/
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Organization of American 
States 

Organization of American States (OAS) is an intergovernmental organization 
of 35 states of the Americas working to advance democracy, human rights, 
security, and development. The Department of International Law promotes 
the development of international law, serves as Technical Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, and deals with the protection of personal 
data. Its projects include the Cybersecurity Program.  OAS also hosts the Inter-
American Commission and the Special Rapporteur of Freedom of Expression 
for the Americas, who works on issues of data when related to Freedom of 
Expression. The Special Rapporteur office has also supported the 
development of model laws for access to information and government 
transparency, via its Open Governments efforts in the region.  

• Principles on Privacy and Personal 
Data Protection    

• Open Data in Mexico    
• Rights to Self Determination and 

Tribal People    
• Compendium on the Obligation 

of States to adapt their Domestic 
Legislation to the Inter-American 
Standards of Human Rights    

• Standards for a free, open, and 
inclusive Internet 

South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a regional 
intergovernmental organization of eight member states in South Asia working 
to promote the welfare of the people of South Asia, accelerate economic 
growth, social progress, and cooperation. SAARC Gender InfoBase is a South 
Asian repository of qualitative and quantitative data and information on 
gender-related issues and women empowerment.  

• Earth Observation and Climate 
Data Analysis for Agricultural 
Drought Monitoring in South 
Asia    

• Advantage South Asia: 
Opportunities and Challenges for 
Management Development  

Statistical Office of the 
European Union (EUROSTAT) 

Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT) is the statistical 
authority of the EU, and as such, EUROSTAT coordinates statistical activities at 
the EU level and inside the EU Commission. Its resources include the Protocol 
on impartial access to Eurostat data for users and EUROSTAT database.  

• Citizen to government data 
partnerships: what can we learn 
from and recommend to civil 
society groups working in the 
official statistics domain?    

• Financial big data and policy 
work: opportunities and 
challenges - 2019 edition    

• Power from statistics: data, 
information and knowledge  

http://www.oas.org/en/
http://www.oas.org/en/
http://www.oas.org/en/
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/international_law.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/proteccion_datos_personales.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/proteccion_datos_personales.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/prog-cybersecurity.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/rapporteurships.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/rapporteurships.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-325/15
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/docs/Publication_Updated_Principles_on_Privacy_and_Protection_of_Personal_Data_2021.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/docs/Publication_Updated_Principles_on_Privacy_and_Protection_of_Personal_Data_2021.pdf
http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=eCKnWTKU5y0%3D&tabid=1814
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/self-determination-EN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/self-determination-EN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTERNET_2016_ENG.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTERNET_2016_ENG.pdf
https://www.saarc-sec.org/
https://www.saarc-sec.org/
https://www.saarc-sec.org/
https://saarcgenderinfobase.org/
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view_bl/48/favorits/730/earth-observation-and-climate-data-analysis-for-agricultural-drought-monitoring-in-south-asia?tab=getmybooksTab&is_show_data=1
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view_bl/48/favorits/730/earth-observation-and-climate-data-analysis-for-agricultural-drought-monitoring-in-south-asia?tab=getmybooksTab&is_show_data=1
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view_bl/48/favorits/730/earth-observation-and-climate-data-analysis-for-agricultural-drought-monitoring-in-south-asia?tab=getmybooksTab&is_show_data=1
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view_bl/48/favorits/730/earth-observation-and-climate-data-analysis-for-agricultural-drought-monitoring-in-south-asia?tab=getmybooksTab&is_show_data=1
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view/46/other/482/advantage-south-asia-opportunities-and-challenges-for-management-development
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view/46/other/482/advantage-south-asia-opportunities-and-challenges-for-management-development
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view/46/other/482/advantage-south-asia-opportunities-and-challenges-for-management-development
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/about/policies/co-ordination-role
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2014_JAN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2014_JAN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-19-001
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-19-001
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-19-001
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-reports/-/ks-ft-18-005
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-reports/-/ks-ft-18-005
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United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) has two working groups, the Statistics Division and Asian and 
Pacific Training Centre for Information and Communication Technology for 
Development (APCICT). Three initiatives — Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, National 
SDG Tracker, and Every Policy is Connected — support countries in the region 
to achieve the SDGs based on data for interventions development and 
assessment. Projects include the Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, a window to data 
and analysis at regional, subregional and country levels on SDG statistics for 
Asia and the Pacific; the National SDG Tracker, a tool for countries to track 
progress on the Sustainable Development Goals; and EPIC (Every Policy is 
Connected), a tool that facilitates policy-data dialogue aiming to identify 
policy priorities as well as data needs. In support of better use of data for 
impact, UNESCAP also provides capacity-building through the Training on 
Realizing Data-Driven Governance for Central Asia, which is tailored for 
government officials. 

• Report of the Expert Group 
Meeting on the Uses of Big Data 
for Official Statistics: Data 
Governance and Partnership 
Models 

United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (UNESCWA) 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(UNESCWA) has worked on promoting the harmonization and development of 
cyber legislation in the Arab region, and, to this aim, it has published 
directives and law templates covering issues, such as personal data 
protection, e-communication and free expression, e-signature and e-
transactions, e-commerce and consumer protection, intellectual property, 
and cybercrimes. The U.N. Data Hub for the Arab Region (UNDHA) is a 
database-driven bilingual (Arabic/English) web portal, developed and 
maintained by the ESCWA Statistics, Information Society and Technology 
Cluster, in support of its program on statistics for evidence-based policy 
making.  

• Technology for Development 
Bulletin in the Arab Region    

• ESCWA Data Strategy 

https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://data.unescap.org/
https://data.unescap.org/stories/national-sdg-tracker
https://epic.unescap.org/login
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/training-realizing-data-driven-governance-central-asia
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/training-realizing-data-driven-governance-central-asia
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://archive.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-regional-harmonisation-cyber-legislation-arab-region
https://archive.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-regional-harmonisation-cyber-legislation-arab-region
https://www.unescwa.org/portal/data
https://data.unescwa.org/
https://archive.unescwa.org/publications/technology-development-bulletin-arab-region-2019
https://archive.unescwa.org/publications/technology-development-bulletin-arab-region-2019
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/escwa-data-strategy
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United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 
(UNECA) 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) houses the African 
Centre for Statistics, which is responsible for improving the production, 
dissemination and use of quality data and comparable data and statistics in 
Africa to support evidence-based policy making, planning, implementation, 
monitoring and reporting under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Agenda 2063 The Africa We want. UNECA also hosts the 
Africa Data Leadership Initiative (ADLI),  a peer network designed for and by 
African policy makers, consumer rights advocates, and private sector 
stakeholders to ensure the data economy drives equitable growth and social 
progress across the continent. ADLI is focused on increasing the use and value 
derived from data, enhancing capacities to make smart use of available data 
on the African continent both in the public and private sectors, and 
supporting infrastructure development for data flow. 

• African Governance Report    
• African Data Revolution Report 

2016 

The United Nations 
Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) adopted in 
1992 the fundamental principles of official statistics. Its project “Statistical 
Data Governance Framework to Achieve Data Interoperability,” in a proposal 
stage, aims to create a data governance reference framework with the 
following outputs: (1) Establishing a data governance body inside the 
statistical organizations to agree on conceptual decisions that are necessary 
to get data interoperability; (2) How to structure and use the existing models 
and standards produced by the ModernStat program and by other relevant 
projects like SDMX and DDI as components of this framework; (3) Core 
aspects that need to be covered during the phases and sub-processes 
described by the GSBPM to ensure that reliable data interoperability will be 
achieved by the statistical projects; and (4) Recommendations about how to 
implement transversal platforms supporting data interoperability and being 
able to set up concept-driven integrated information systems that have 
shared concepts and classifications, provide common views, and are 
supported by common reusable information services, applications and tools. 

• The role of the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics in Data Governance 
and Stewardship in Australia from 
a Regulatory Perspective   

• Machine Learning of Official 
Statistics 

https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.uneca.org/?q=data-and-statistics
https://www.uneca.org/?q=data-and-statistics
https://www.uneca.org/?q=storys/eca-smart-africa-future-state-launch-africa-data-leadership-initiative
https://www.uneca.org/?q=storys/eca-smart-africa-future-state-launch-africa-data-leadership-initiative
https://archive.uneca.org/publications/african-governance-report-i
https://repository.uneca.org/handle/10855/23716
https://repository.uneca.org/handle/10855/23716
https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/statistics/FPOS
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/HLG2021_D1_ProjectProposal%20Statistical%20Data%20Governance%20Framework.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/HLG2021_D1_ProjectProposal%20Statistical%20Data%20Governance%20Framework.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/364106
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/364106
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United Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
(UNECLAC) 

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(UNECLAC) works to contribute to the economic development of Latin 
America and  promote the region's social development, coordinating actions 
directed toward this end, and reinforcing economic ties among countries and 
with other nations of the world. It provides statistical data and statistical 
expertise for Latin America and Caribbean countries. It has recognized the 
value of open data, including for regional digital transformation and 
government transparency, and data use for better policy making.   

• Corporate governance and data 
protection in Latin America and 
the Caribbean    

• Creating an enabling 
environment for e-government 
and the protection of privacy 
rights in the Caribbean: A Review 
of data protection legislation for 
alignment with the GDPR    

• Harnessing open data to achieve 
development results in Latin 
America and the Caribbean    

• Global and regional perspectives 
on the integration of statistical 
and geospatial information 

 

https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en/datos-y-estadisticas
https://www.cepal.org/en/node/49925
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/44629-corporate-governance-and-data-protection-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/44629-corporate-governance-and-data-protection-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/44629-corporate-governance-and-data-protection-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/60528/IDL-60528.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/60528/IDL-60528.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/60528/IDL-60528.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47154-global-and-regional-perspectives-integration-statistical-and-geospatial
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47154-global-and-regional-perspectives-integration-statistical-and-geospatial
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47154-global-and-regional-perspectives-integration-statistical-and-geospatial

