United Nations ACCi199911

27 April 1999

English only

Report of the Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable
Development at its thirteenth meeting

New York, 8—9 March 1999

Contents
Paragraphs Page
Lo It OdUCHION . . o 1-2
II.  Matters for consideration by the Administrative Committee on Coordination. . 3-15 3
A. Follow-up to the outcome of meetings of ACC ............. .. ... .. ... 3-14 3
B. Dates, venue and provisional agenda for the fourteenth meeting of IACSD .. 15
I, WOFrK Of JACSD ..ot e e e e e e 16-39 6
A. Matters related to the work of the Commission on Sustainable
DeVvelopmMeENt . .. 16-18 6
B.  Follow-up to the fifty-third session of the General Assembly .............. 19-22 6
Cooperation in the energy area: preparation for energy discussions in 2001 . 23
D. Strengthening of United Nations system coverage of waste management
IS S S & o ottt et e e 24
E. Statusof DevelopmentWatch ........... ... ... ... i 25
Reports of subsidiary bodies reportingto IACSD ........................ 26-32 8
1. Reportofthe ACC Subcommittee on Water Resources on its nineteenth
GBS S 0N it 26-28 8
2. Report of the ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and Coastal Areas on its
SEVENtN SESSION ... 29-32 9
G.  Othermatters . ... ..o 33-39 10

99-12433 (E) 270599


<<ODS JOB NO>>N9912433E<<ODS JOB NO>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>>ACC/1999/1<<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>><<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>> 


ACC/1999/1

Annexes
.
1.
1R
IV.



ACC/1999/1

|. Introduction Expansion of the task manager system

4.  The Committee supported the approach suggested in
1. The Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainablelocument ACC/IACSD/XIII/CRP.3, which had been prepared
Development (IACSD) held its thirteenth meeting at Unitegly the Division for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Headquarters on 8 and 9 March 1999. The agerndations Secretariat in follow-up to initial proposals on this
for the session, as adopted by the Committee, is containedvatter contained in the report of the twelfth meeting of
annex |, the list of participants in annex I, the list ofACSD and subsequent outcomes of the fall 1998 meeting of
documents in annex Ill and the provisional agenda for theCC. It was noted that since the IACSD task manager system
fourteenth meeting in annex IV. had been established, a number of other processes had been

2. After the adoption of the agenda, the Chairman brougim'tiated in response to various ing@vernmental mandates

to the attention of the Committee the issue of the continud¢lich needed to be taken into account in further work to

participation of the Organization of American States (OASgnhance the overall functioning of the United Nations system.
as an observer in the work of the Committee. It was decidédWas agreed that further work towards broadening the

that IACSD would follow the general practice of opening th€Urrent system of task manager aimed at avoiding multiple
meeting to intergovernmental bodies on specific issues. [Her-agency mechanisms of policy coordination at the global

preparing this decision, it was noted that IACSD, as Igvel in any given thematic area should be undertaken in close
subsidiary body of ACC, is open for membership to agenciegqoperation with the Consultative Committee on Programme
funds and programmes of the United Nations system affld Operational Questions (CCPOQ).

provides for standing observer status to the secretariatssof  In light of the above, it was agreed to invite CCPOQ to
relevant intergovernmental processes heider the aegis of a joint working meeting of designated members of IACSD and
the United Nations. Other intergovernmental organizationsCPOQ (that would also involve the secretariats of the two
subject to agreement by the Committee, may be invited @ommittees) in order to elaborate more specific proposals
participate as observers in meetings of IACSD or parighich could be considered at the next meetings of IACSD and
thereof which are dealing with matters related to ongoing @CPOQ, and later submitted for consideration and action by
possible cooperation between the United Nations system andC. Such a joint meeting could take place on the margins
such intergovernmental organizations. This was the casepifthe 1999 substantive session of thewBemic and Social
1998 when OAS had been invited as an observer to brigbuncil and could focusnter alia, on the following issues:
IACSD at its twelfth meeting on its work on follow-up to the . T

. . . (a) Toexplore the potential and practical implications
United Nations Conference on Environment and Developmeor]ft broadening the responsibilities of current IACSD task
(UNCED) and the Bolivia Summit. IACSD agreed that the

observer from OAS could attend the thirteenth meeting wh%ﬁgaéjg rséut])deyt(?]r;d gzt;ers gg;ﬁﬂ}s/;i?;id (;[? :ﬁgo‘géuni:;l
items 3, 4, 5 and 8 were being discussed. P

Assembly, as well as supporting the work of the Commission
on Sustainable Development so that they could take the lead

Il. Matters for consideration by the in facilitating system-wide cooperation and coordination in

.. . . relation to the implementation of the outcomes of other
Administrative Committee intergovernmental meetings and processes (e.g., broadening

on Coordination the role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) so that it becomes a

A. Follow-up to the outcome of meetings United Nations system-wide “Issue/task manager” for science
of ACC and education in addition to being the task manager for

chapters 35 and 36 of Agenda 21);

3. The Committee considered the conclusions of the (b) To identify thematic areas where specific inter-
second regular session of 1998 of the Administrativegency processes have been established in follow-up to major
Committee on Coordination (ACC®98/20), in particular the programmes of action emanating from intergovernmental
issue of the expansion of the task manager system ragetings and processes other than those directly related to
recommended to it by IACSD. UNCED (e.g., work led by United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) in follow-up to the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) and work led by the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) in
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follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Human 7. It was agreed that the Chairman of IACSD would
Settlements (Habitat I1). In this case, the role of relevant present this proposal to CCPOQ at its forthcoming session,
IACSD task managers would be to provide for an effective  and that the Office for Inter-Agency Affairs could facilitate
interface between the work of the inter-agency coordination the arrangements for this joint meeting and related follow-up
process in question with IACSD, and also to ensure that work.

relevant requirements of the Commission are met, as

appropriate; Follow-up to the International Decade on

(c) To identify thematic areas which cross-cut the ~ Natural Disaster Reduction
activities of the United Nations system but where the ma@  The Committee also agreed that a similar approach
focus of work is at the operational level, and whereould be applied to any inter-agency arrangement that will be
accordingly the main coordination efforts could be effectivelygreed upon in follow-up to the International Decade for
carried out by CCPOQ (e.g., poverty); Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR), in particular the work

(d)  Toidentify any thematic gaps in the current taskurrently carried out through the Steering C.f.)n_1mitltee of
manager’s system where responsibilities for facilitatinP?NDR. It was felt that matters related to mobilizing inter-
coordination at the system-wide level could be furthét9ency relief efforts related to natural disasters would need
delegated to an existing inter-agency mechanism, whetfgcontinue to rest with the Inter-Agency Standing Committee
standing or ad hoc (e.g., the Inter-Agency Committee dhat deals with humanitarian emergencies. However, a better
Women and Gender Equality IACWGE), the Ad Hoc Interinterface may need to be established between any inter-agency
Agency Task Force on Energy and the Inter-Agency Standifgrangement to follow-up IDNDR and IACSD on matters

Committee, which acts as the mechanism to coordind’l‘aéated to long-term sustainable development prospects and
response to humanitarian emergencies); the work related to preparedness for, prevention of and

_ _ o raising the capacity to mitigate the impacts of natural and
(e) Toidentify any areas (or specific issues) whergiher disasters.

the current system of the task managers may need to be
revisited (for example, where setting up inter-agency working
groups may prove to be necessary, such as in the area of
biotechnology), and to identify any thematic gaps that may
exist and need to be filled through designation of aritamtoal 9. |ACSD’s attention was also drawn to paragraph 30 (c)
task manager (e.g., tourism, pending the outcome of tpkthe ACC report on the subject of the causes of conflict and

seventh session of the Commission on Sustainatfé¢ promotion of peace and sustainable development in
Development on that issue); Africa, in which ACC,inter alia, requests IACSD to give

attention to ways of pursuing the objectives set out in the

th t(f) ch) elafborate pr(f)poialio(;l Vl\\l’h‘?t could CtonSt'tl_Jjgeport of the Secretary-General. It was the view of the
€ terms of reterence ot a United Nalions SysStem-wiGe, , nittee that additional information was required to

Fa_sk/issge manager (g, fa_cilitatiqg coordi_nati(_)n; perOti%%certain in what areas IACSD could best contribute to the
joint action, being a focal point for information, including Onobjectives set out in the report. It was therefore decided to

related processes in the United Nations system etc.). request the Office of the Special Coordinator for Africa and

6. The Committee reiterated the need for a clearer division the Least Developgutri@s, in conjunction with the

of responsibilities between IACSD, IACWGE and CCPOQ, Division for Sustainable Development to review the areas in
as the three standing committees of ACC with responsibilities  which IACSD could make a substantial contribution to the
for follow-up to major United Nations conferences. While it implementation of the objectives established in the report.
was generally agreed that the role of CCPOQ, to a large

extent, is to translate substantive results of policy discussions  United Nations Environment Programme

in IACSD and IACWGE into specific modalities of United Governing Council including matters related to

Nations system collaboration at the country level, in those the establishment of an environmental

programmatic areas where CCPOQ would take the lead as the management group

United Nations system-wide thematic coordinator (e.gl,o_ The Committee expressed its satisfaction with the

poverty, see above) a regular flow of information has to be . . .
. .. successful outcome of the twentieth session of the United
established between CCPOQ and the other two Committees. . . .
tions Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing

S0 as to ensure coordinated inputs to the Organizatio ? S . . .
Committee (OC) of ACC and ACC. r&‘,’J‘ouncn, including the approval by the Governing@cil of

Follow-up to the Secretary-General’s report
on Africa
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measures aimed at the reform of UNEP, as well as increased existing arrangements for inter-agency coordination,
resources of the environment fund to the level of US$ 120 including relevant ACC subsidiary bodies. The group should
million. be seen not as a new standing body for inter-agency

11. The Committee further noted the decision of th(“éoordination but rather as a function that would facilitate the
Executive Director of UNEP to carry out his functions related

on the report of the Secretary-General on environment affy  Promotion of ~ coordinated  approaches to

human settlements”, in which the Council expressed ifVIronmental/human settlements issues in the United
support for the proposal of the Secretary-General regardif§tions system and to bring an environmental perspective,

the establishment of an environmental management group ah articular its norr'natllve ar!d ana_lyt|cal aspects, '|nto the
encouraged the Secretary-General to undertake consultati§fftk Of other organizations, including IACSD and its task

with members of ACC to develop its scope, appropriaf@anagers:

criteria for membership and working methods in a flexible (b) The griwapilel, inter alia, facilitate UNEP in

and cost-effective manner for its expeditious establishment. carrying out its responsibilities as the IACSD task manager

12. The representative of UNEP briefed the Committd@ @ number of environment-related chapters of Agenda 21
regarding the discussions on the proposed group during #{iih @ view to enhancing UNEP's contribution to the work
fity-third session of the General Assembly and the Governirbe IACSD and the Commission, as appropriate. The group
Council. He also informed the Conittee that the UNEP could be also used as a mechanism that would allow UNEP
secretariat sees the group as a mechanism that could usef@ig fectively bring the environmental perspective into the
supplement the current work in the United Nations system YATK of other IACSD task managers. The Inter-Agency Task
the area of environment and human settiements througR’C€ ©n Forests, which assists the Food and Agriculture
promoting greater policy coordination and better issugrganization of the United Nations (FAO) as the task

management, as proposed by the Secretary—GeneraI'ﬂﬂnagerfor chapter 11 of Agenda 21, coordinates support

specific environmental and human settlements areas. ifihe Commission’s Intergovernmental Forum on Forests and

UNEP's view, the group should not be seen as duplicating t%ters collaboration between international organizations in
work of IACSD and of other existing mechanisms of interthe area of forests, could serve as a useful example;

agency coordination since it will be of a different nature and (c) The group could function as a coherent process
will focus on specific issues and problems on the environment  of consultations on specific environment/human settlements
and human settlements agenda requiring attention. The group issues, to be identified by the Executive Director of UNEP
should function in a flexible manner, respding to emerging in consultation with executive heads of United Nations
issues on a timely basis and in a cost-effective manner. It organizations. Such consultations would involve those
would offer a vehicle to address such issues and suggest organizations from within and outside the United Nations
possible solutions in a given time-frame with involvement of system that are specifically relevant to the problem to be
relevant actors from within and, when necessary, outside the addressed and could make a concrete contribution to its
United Nations system. solution. The Ecosystems Conservation Group, which brings

13.  Members ofthe Committee welcomed the opportuni[?gether United Nations agencies, secretariats of biodiversity-
to become involved in a consultative process on the propo glla,teq conventions aqd non-United Natloqs |nt_erqat|or!al
within the ACC framework, as envisaged by the Unitewstltutlons to address important and emerging biodiversity

Nations Secretary-General. The Committee agreed that {Raves, could serve ars] ?n edxgmplegor the_gr?’,“p O]]: ahn ISsue
group, if properly designed, could offer amniovative managemen}f arllpproa}c d ;a_ |t|02,t erecentkrtamweo t_e
problem solving mechanism, that has a potential fSecretariat of t e United Nations Framework Convention on

limate Change to involve relevant United Nations
rganizations in a consultative process that allows them to

. _ better respond to the follow-up of the Kyoto mechanisms may
14. The Committee recommended that the following|so serve as a useful example;

considerations be taken into account in further consultations )
in the United Nations system regarding the establishment of (d)  The work of the group should be demand driven
the group, including its terms of reference, criteria f0§nd based on the need to resolve specific issues in a given

membership and possible methods of work: .

Governing Council entitled “Views of the GoverningGncil

contributing added value to existing inter-agenc
arrangements already in place.

time-frame. Such issues could as a rule be determined through
a consultative process, involving, as appropriate, IACSD and

(a) Itis essential to ensure that the group does Ngiher inter-agency bodies, unless such issues are of an urgent

duplicate the work of IACSD and its task managers, and othgture. Specific tasks to be addressed by the group should be
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time-bound, and the results of its deliberations, when character of agriculture and land management, which was
appropriate, should be bught to the attention of the United expected to provide major input to the eighth session of the
Nations Secretary-General as well as relevant inter-agency Commission and also to facilitate the work of FAO in
and/or intergovernmental bodies. Furthermore, preparation of the relevant report of the Secretary-General.
recommendations of the group that have a bearing on the
United Nations system’s work in sustainable development, _ _ _
should be submitted to the ACC through IACSD. B. Follow-up to the fifty-third session of the

General Assembly

B. Dates, venue and provisional agendafor 19 The committee noted that the General Assembly, in its
the fourteenth meeting of IACSD resolution 53/188, ditled “Implementation of and follow-up
to the outcome of UNCED and the nineteenth special session
15. The Committee welcomed the invitation of the of the General Assembly”, underscored the importance of
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to hold its next  continued active and collaborative involvement of all relevant
meeting at IAEA headquarters at Vienna during the week of  parts of the United Nations system in the implementation of
13 or 20 September 1999. The provisional agenda for the Agenda 21 and the Programme for the Further
meeting is contained in annex IV to the present report. Implementation of Agenda 21, and requested the Secretary-
General, in close collaboration with all relevant parts of the
United Nations system and taking into account the outcome

I1l. Work of IACSD of the deliberations of the Commission, to submit to the
Assembly for its consideration at future sessions, through the
A. Matters related to the work of the Economic and Social Council in view of its coordination

Commission on Sustainable Development function, an analytical report on measures taken within the
United Nations system to accelerate the implementation of

16. The Committee was briefed by the Department @fgenda 21 and .Progr.amme for .the.Further Implementation
Economic and Social Affairs on the results of the meetinég Agenda 21_' including identification of constralnt.s and
of Commission’s ad hoc inter-sessional working groups (Ne(ﬁcommendatlons on how to address these constraints.
York, 22—26 February and 1-5 March 1999), as well as &0. The Committee agreed that in such a report it would not
organization of work during the Commission’s seventhe to provide a comprehensive annual assessment of United
session. Nations system-wide activities in the field of sustainable

17. The Committee noted that the Chairman of th%evelopment. It should be seen as a concise information
Commission did not expect any formal statements other thdfcument summarizing the efforts undertaken in the United
those delivered by ministers representing United NatioRiations system tqlmpleme_nt Agenda _21 gnd_the outcome_of
Member States to be made during the general debate ofmg 1997 special session and hlghllghtl_ng the ‘main
high-level segment of the Commission. He felt, however, thgpnelusions reache_d by IACSD and ACC which n(_eed tobe
executive heads of relevant United Nations organizationéOught to the attention of Member States of ﬂ_mjﬁc'l and _
could make an important contribution to the interactivgen_er"’?I _Assemb_ly_. Cons_e_q_uently, t_he report W'I! not des_,crlbe
dialogue sessions to take place during the high-level segmémy m_dmdual prjomt activities carried out by United Nations
Members of IACSD were invited to inform the Departmen2rdanizations in support of Agenda 21 and the outcome of the
as soon as possible, regarding the intention of the executflv%97 special session bultusu!d rat_he_r focus on strategic
heads of United Nations organizations to participate in tﬁgatters_ relateq to collabor_auon within the United Nations
seventh session of the Commission. as well as on aﬁ){,stem in the field of sustainable development, analyse the

activities, such as side events, they might consider organizifigai" challenges and constraints in this area, and provide a
brief update of actions required in follow-up to the work of

18. The Committee reconfirmed that the generghe Commission and other intergovernmental bodies, as
arrangements for preparations for the eighth session of tgpropriate. The report would draw from the main outcomes
Commission would be similar to those agreed earlier & the work undertaken by IACSD as well as other relevant

relation to its previous sessions. IACSD welcomed the wokKechanisms of inter-agency coordination in a given period.
already initiated by FAO, as the task manager for a number

of land-related chapters of Agenda 21, including organiziﬁl' The Committee agreeq that the report should contain
the FAO/Netherlands conference on the multifunctiondi® following main elements:
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[1l. Outcomes of the seventh session of the
Commission that call for action by the United
Nations system (brief overview)

I. Work under way in the United Nations system to
accelerate the implementation of Agenda 21 and

the Programme for the Further Implementation _ _ )
of Agenda 21 adopted by the General Assembly IV. Constraints faced by the United Nations system
at its 1997 special session in the field of sustainable development and

recommendations on how to address these

This section could contain: constraints

— A summary of the main conclusions and  This section can include information (including
recommendations adopted at the twelfth and thirteentfx,rmation that needs to be brought to the attention of the

meetings of IACSD and the results of theifcqyncil and General Assembly) of the following nature:
consideration in ACC; o o ) o
— Difficulties related to conflicting/inconsistent decisions

taken by various governing bodies of the organizations
of the United Nations system;

— A summary of the main outcomes of the work of the
ACC Subcommittees on Freshwater Resources and on

Oceans and Coastal Areas; ] -
— Constraints related to the availability of resources and

capacity, in particular required to implement new
mandates;

— A summary of relevant results of work of CCPOQ and
other inter-agency bodies, as appropriate;

— A brief reference to inter-agency collaboration in the
field of forests (work of the Inter-Agency Task Force )
on Forests) and energy (launch of the work of the Ad — Recommendations on how to overcome the above
Hoc Inter-Agency Working Group on Energy). constraints.

22. Bearingin mind that the report has to be submitted to
[l. United Nations system response to the outcomes the General Assembly through the Economic and Social
of the sixth session of the Commission Council at its substantive sessionl&99, which will be held

This part could have concise sections covering tf G€nevain June/July 1999, the Coitiae agreed on the

following thematic areas which were on the agenda of tfi!loWing process of its preparation (the total length of the
Commission at its sixth session: report not to exceed 16 pages):

— Other possible constraints;

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs will
prepare and circulate by 25 March 1999 a first draft
covering sections | and Il, and to some extent section
IV of the outline suggested above.

— Freshwater (with a reference to the work of the ACC
Subcommittee on Freshwater Resources (see also
above under sect. I);

— Industry (with a focus on United Nations system
involvement in the ongoing work on voluntary
initiatives);

Organizations of the United Nations system will be
invited to comment on this draft and also to submit their
contributions for section IV by 10 April 1999.

Section Il (which would be just factual material
emanating from the seventh session of the Commission)
will be added immediately after the conclusion of that
session and circulated, together with redrafted sections
I, Il and 1V, to the members of the Committee by 10
May 1999. Members of IACSD will be invited to clear
the draft by 20 May 1999.

— Transfer of environmentally sound technology,
capacity-building, education and public awareness and
science for sustainable development (a brief update on
work currently under way in the United Nations system
in this area).

C. Cooperation in the energy area:
preparation for energy discussions in 2001

23. |ACSD welcomed the report on preparations for the
ninth session of the Commission, and appreciated the number
of initiatives undertaken by various organizations within and
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outside the United Nations system in connection with the in view of UNEP’s planned conference on sewerage in the
preparations. Members of the Committee expressed interest 298dr. The Comiittee also welcomed the readiness of
in activities relevant to the preparatory process to which they Habitat to explore the ifigssibmobilizing required
wished to make a contribution. It was agreed that a reference resources through existing programmes with related agendas
to the work carried out to implement the General Assembly  such as the Urban Environment Forum.
resolution on the world solar programme would be included
in the draft programme of work. It was noted that the work
of FAO carried out in preparation for the eighth session of theE. Status of Development Watch
Commission would also provide an input to preparations for
its ninth session on the issue of energy. Members of t2&. The history and status of Development Watch was
Committee indicated that their organizations wouldutlined byUNDP (ACC/IACSD/XI11/1999/ CRP.6). While
participate actively in the scheduled meeting of the Ad Hdbe activities and effortandertaken related to Development
Inter-Agency Task Force on Energy, which will furtheMatch were welcomed by IACSD, it was noted that these had
elaborate a common approach and enhance inter-agehegn conceived at an early stage as a sustainable development
cooperation, interact actively with members of the Committéedicators (SDI) process. Since then a more systematic
on Energy and Natural Resources for Development when thdigcussion of SDI had developed at the inter-agency level and
meet in April 1999, and finalize the preparation of a systenmuch progress in the area of SDI had been achieved. It was
wide work plan on energy, taking into account the provisiortbus the view of the Committee that a separate Development
of document ACC/IACSD/XI1IL999/CRP.5. Special effort Watch mechanism should not be pursued. Rather, it was
should be made to liaise on the subject with agenegcommended that the relevant activities be incorporated into
representatives at United Nations Headquarters. the efforts regarding indicators in the context of the Economic
and Social Council and other forums. It was reiterated that
there is a need for further inter-agency coordination regarding
D. Strengthening of United Nations system  spi, especially related to national-level coordination and
coverage of waste management issues capacity-building at the country level. The Committee also
agreed that the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
24. The representative of Habitat presented the resudd UNDP &ould keep IACSD informed about progress
of the initial survey of ongoing activities and readinesgade regarding development indicators.
to collaborate in strengthening United Nations system
coverage of waste management issues . . )
(ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.8). He noted that while the - Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting
number of responses to the survey was limited, the message to IACSD
of those who responded was clear in that there is an interest
in developing three options for IACSD to promote 1. Reportofthe ACC Subcommittee on Water
collaboration in this field: (a) maintaining an inventory of Resources on its nineteenth session

United Nations approaches and activities related to wasjg  The Secretary of the ACC Subcommittee on Water
issues; (b) maintaining atO_OI box with guidelines, standardgesqyrces introduced the report of the Subcommittee on its
methods and techniques; and (c) establishing a techniggleteenth session (Beirut, 29 September to 1 October 1998),
working party on waste management issues. It was proposggh grew attention to three major issues. He noted first of all
that all three options be developed incrementally, startiggy in response to a recommendation of the Commission on
with the inventory, and establishing technical working partie§,,stainable Development at its sixth session on the
only in a time-bound and issue-specific fashion, €.9., Q@ympjlation and publication of freshwater assessments, the
standards. The Committee noted that this was an importaf|ih committee had decided to begin the preparation of a
area which requires more a_ttent|on and a more CommﬂgriodicWorId Water Development Repalong the lines
approach from the United Nations system, and expressed §pe Human Development Repost the first edition of
appreuatlon_to Habitat for undertaking the survey. Membe{S,ich would be published in 2002 to coincide with the 10-
of the Committee endorsed the proposal for further work, a%ar review of chapter 18 of Agenda 21. Second, in order to
reiterated their interest and commitment in participating. Th%‘spond to requests by both the Economic and SocahCil
stressed that the waste covered had to go beyond the Commission to improve coordination, the

municipal waste category to include pesticide and othe,committee had also agreed to obtain the services of a
chemicals. The timeliness of this endeavour was highlighted
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consultant to assist it in reviewing its methods of work and  appropriateness of two different departments from the United

to recommend ways in which the Subcommittee could Nations Secretariat serving as members of the Subcommittee
enhance its coordination role, improve the transparency and was discussed and considered not to be a problem, especially
visibility of its work and become more proactive in as the two departments concerned had separate mandates,
accelerating the implementation of chapter 18 of Agenda 21. both of which were relevant with regard to inter-agency
Third, the Subcommittee had agreed that UNEP would be the cooperation on oceans issues. Accordingly,néd@S&de

lead agency, with the United Nations University (UNU) to the elections. The Subdteemhad also requested

provide back-up support, for the United Nations celebration clarification from IACSD as to the membership status of the

of the 1999 World Water Day, whose theme is “Everyone relevamiention secretariats, in particular the secretariats

lives downstream”. of the conventions on biodiversity and climate change, in

27. 1ACSD noted its appreciation for the work of théA‘CC subsidiary bodies. IACSD noted that their participation
Su.bcommittee and expressed full support for thaas already established in IACSD itself, and therefore was

strengthening of the Subcommittee in the future. IACSD al&s:ceptable for the Subcommittee.

welcomed theReportas an important initiative by the 30. The second issue requiring IACSD’s attention related
Subcommittee that would not only address the tointer-agencyimplementation of the Global Programme of
recommendations of the Commission at its sixth session but  Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
also provide a very useful periodic assessment of freshwater Land-based Activities, which had been adopted in November
resources for national policy makers, United Nations agencies 1995. The Chairman noted that the lack of progress in
and all stakeholders as a whole. With regard to the implementation of the Programme of Action was of concern
proliferation of organizations outside the United Nations tosome member States, and indicated he would address this
system and multiplicity of initiatives in the field of freshwater issue in his opening statement to the seventh session of the
resources, IACSD supported the systematic efforts of the Commission, in April 1999. He would also stress the need for
Subcommittee to provide an umbrella for major international coordination at both the secretariat agovieriemental
activities in the field, including through cooperation with levels, including the need for additional resources. Several
main organizations outside the United Nations system, and participants of IACSD welcomed this approach. Several
to project the work of the United Nations system as an Committee members noted that additional resources were also
integrated and coordinated effort, as well illustrated by the needettiertake the full functions required in support of
Reportinitiative. IACSD also supported the Subcoiittee’s the Programme of Action. It was further noted that some
initiative, originally put forward byJNU, for the creation of organizations had already presented the work plan of the

a gateway Web site containing the content and location of all Programme of Action to their governing bodies and had
water-related United Nations Web sites. eceived their endorsement.

28. Consideration of cooperation between the ACC 31. The UNEP representative referred to the need to
Subcommittees on Freshwater Resources and on Oceansaotglerate the process of implementation of the Programme
Coastal Areas in the implementation of the Global Programme  of Action, and informed the Committee of the decision of the
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from  UNEP Governing Council at its recent session, in which the
Land-based Activities was deferred to the discussion below. Council called upon Governments to intensify their efforts
within the governing bodies of other United Nations
2. Report of the ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and organizations to ensure that the necessary mandate and
Coastal Areas on its seventh session financial resources for the development of the clearing-house
29. Inconsidering the report of the ACC Subcommittee o@echqnlsm be made ava!lable.. He also informed the
. . aommittee that the Executive Director of UNEP would
Oceans and Coastal Areas on its seventh session (Monac‘hod tv b ina the desianati f head of th
8-10 February999), the Chairman of IACSD noted two> 0"y b€ anhouncing the designation of a new nead ot the

T . o . Programme of Action Coordination Office at The Hague, and
areas requiring, in particular, the Committee’s attention. The Lo :
: . . was prioritizing the need to further enhance efforts for its
first was the procedural issue of endorsing the . .

o o . Implementation. The Committee underscored the need for
Subcommittee’s nomination of P. Bernal, Executive Secret

afrt}/rther and effective collaboration between the two

of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographi§ . ) .

Commission (I0C) and A. Rogers of the Division for ubcommittees since the Programme of Action cut across the
. ; X cqmpetence of both bodies. UNEP would be presenting a

Sustainable Development of the United Nations Secretarlaro osal concerning the specific roles to be plaved b

as its new Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively. The requeDst POsz gt hec piay: y

by the Subcommittee for guidance from IACSD as to threespectlve lead agencies within these areas which could
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provide the basis for this. The Committee agreed that the new complementarity and mutual support of the ongties} activ
head of the Coordination Office should organize a joint The Committee also underlined the importance of
meeting between the Chairs and secretariats of both ACC strengthening links between national and local actions. With
Subcommittees with a view to clarifying responsibilities and  regard to integrating sustiirtaimcerns in national fiscal

giving added impetus to the implementation of the Programme  instruments, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
of Action. announced a correction to paragraph 11 of document

32. In concluding its discussion of the report, the FA@CC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.7to note that no new initiatives

representative noted his agency’s lead role in developing 3 1€ Work of the guidelines had been reported by agencies.
electronic United Nations atlas of the oceans, and remind-tgt]'S reflecte_d the complexity of the issue that would require
participants that core organizations in this project (th% substantive amount of further c_onceptual work. The
International Maritime Organization, UNESCO/IOC, UNEP, epartmgnt requested the cooperatlpn of lACT‘SD members
UNDP, the International Atomic Energy Agency and thio reconsider the future course of action on this theme.

World Meteorological Organization) should provide 35. The representative of Habitat, in presenting the
additional information on their contributions (in cash or in  inventory of guidelines for local sustainable development
kind) to FAO as soon as possible. The representative of initiatives (ACC/IACBIDIR99/CRP.9), noted that there
UNESCO noted that such joint activities of a substantive were five areas for further development in this area:
nature were very welcome, and indicated that the newly broadening the inventory; deepening analysis and reporting;
elected Chairman of the Subcommittee intended to pursue providing operational relevant reports; using modern media;
further work in this regard. He also expressed his and mobilizing required resources and partnerships. The
appreciation to the Department of Economic and Social Committee welcomed this innovative approach, and
Affairs for its work in preparing the report of the Secretary- reconfirmed its commitment and interest in cooperating
General on oceans to be submitted to the Commission, for further in this endeavour.

which the Subcommittee had been designated IACSD task

manager. Preparations for the special meeting of the
Economic and Social Council on development
indicators

G. Other matters _ _ . . o
36. The Director of the United Nations Statistical Division

briefed the Committee on tH998 decision by the Economic
and Social Council to organize an informal Council session
33. The Committee reviewed the status report on the woigk May 1999 with panels of experts to consider in a
related to guidelines in the following areas: (a) nation@lomprehensive manner the work being carried out by the
sustainable development strategies; (b) an integratgdited Nations system and other relevant international and
approach to land and water management; (c) integrationr@ftional institutions on basic indicators to measure progress
sustainability concerns in national fiscal instruments; (dpwards the implementation of the integrated and coordinated
sustainable tourism and (e) local sustainable developmegiliow-up of all aspects of the major United Nations
initiatives. conference summits. The Division, he noted, was in the

34. It welcomed the progress made in identifyin§0C€ss of preparing a report for this informal Council
characteristics, by the ACC Subcommittee on WatS€ssion, the contents of which were now being discussed by
Resources, particularly by the task force on sustainatfi xpertworking group currently meeting in New York. The
development strategies, towards developing guidelines #Prking group will make suggestions for revising the report
integrated approaches to land and water management, an@B§ 10 its submission to the Council. At the same time, the
Habitat in following up on the results of the survey conductedVision is preparing an inventory of development indicators
in relation to local sustainable development initiatives. ThH&hich will be posted on the Internet and provide meta-data
Committee encouraged the continuation of the work dif! various development indicator initiatives. All of these
guidelines, and noted that there was in some cases a neefiitts are intended to lead to better coordination,
additional resources for that purpose. It endorsed harmonization and rationalization of indicator efforts within
particular, the direction for future work outlined by Habitatthe United Nations system to avoid duplication of indicator
to continue to monitor local initiatives, to broaden the scogdforts and overburdening national level data-collection
of inventory to include non-United Nations system actors arfdforts-

to deepen analysis, with the emphasis on enhancing

Guidelines for national action
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Draft Joint Inspection Unit review of ACC and
its subsidiary machinery

37. The Chairman noted that the draft review of ACC and
its subsidiary machinery had previously been circulated to
members, and that some organizations had already provided
comments on it. The Committee noted that the Joint
Inspection Unit recommendation that the policy
recommendations of IACSD and IACWGE should feed into
CCPOQ was in line with its own discussions held on the
expansion of the task managers system (see paras. 4-7
above). The Committee would also expect that CCPOQ would
bring to its attention outcomes relevant to IACSD work. It
was further noted that the report was technical and process
oriented, and did not contain an adequate substantive analysis
of the work done by the various ACC subsidiary bodies. It
was noted, in particular, that the work of the task managers
system had not been adequately reflected. The Committee was
informed by the secretariat that these views would be
incorporated into the coordinated response being prepared
to the report by the Office for Inter-Agency Affairs.

World Conference on Science

38. The representative of UNESCO informed the

Committee on the state of preparations for the World

Conference on Science co-organized by UNESCO and the
International Council of Scientific Unions, to take place at

Budapest from 26 June to 1 July 1999. He expressed
UNESCO’s appreciation to the many agencies and
organizations that were contributing to the Conference.

Five-year review of the International
Conference on Population and Development
and the Hague Forum

39. The representative of UNFPA expressed her
organization’s appreciation to those member United Nations
agencies and organizations which, through their participation,
had helped in making the Hague Forum a success in assessing
achievements and constraints since ICPD. She also pointed
out that during that meeting, the relationship between
population and environment and sustainable development was
an area that had been identified as one in which further work
needed to be undertaken. UNFPA &aching out to member
partners to undertake collaborative work in this area, and
invites a greater exchange of information and advice from
IACSD members in this regard.

11
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Annex |
Agenda

Adoption of the agenda and timetable.
Follow-up to the outcome of meetings of:
(a) ACC;
(b) Intergovernmental bodies:

(i) General Assembly;

(i)  UNEP Governing Council decision on the views of the Governirggiacil
on the report of the Secretary-General on environment and human
settlements.

Matters related to the work of the Commission on Sustainable Development.
Cooperation in the energy area: preparation for energy discussions in 2001.
Strengthening of United Nations system coverage of waste management issues.

Status of Development Watch.

No ok w

Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to IACSD:

(a) Reportofthe ACC Subcommittee on Water Resources on its nineteenth session
(Beirut, 29 September—1 October 1998);

(b) Report ofthe ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and Coastal Areas on its seventh
session (Monaco, 8 to 10 February 1999).

Other matters.

Adoption of the report.
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Annex ||

List of participants

Chairman N. Desai (United Nations)
SecretaryK. Gerlach (United Nations)

United Nations, its entities and programmes
United Nations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Regional Commissions New York Office
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Population Fund

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

Specialized agencies and related organizations
International Labour Organization

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

World Health Organization

International Monetary Fund

World Meteorological Organization

World Intellectual Property Organization

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

J. DiSano
L. Flanders
S. Arungu-Olende
K. N. Mak
M. P. Silveira
A. Vasilyev
H. Morita-Lou

C. Kassangana
K. Jorgensen

A. Amin
M. Jansen

M. Nizamuddin
C. Pierce
V. Ponniah

J. Eigen

F. Lisk
A. Pastiu

A. Dejene

G. Glaser

Y. E. R. Von Schirnding

H. Schugarman
A. Rubin

D. D. C. Don Nanjira

R. Owens
O. Fasehun

R. C. Sersale de Cerisano
H. H. Bahlouli
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International Atomic Energy Agency

* *x %

ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and Coastal Areas

ACC Subcommittee on Water Resources

United Nations University

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity

Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa

Observers

Global Environment Facility

M. Opelz

A. Rogers
M. Dengo

J. Fomerand

J. Pasztor

S. Arico

R. Boulharouf
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Annex I

List of documents

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.1
ACC/IACSD/XII/1999/CRP.2
ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.3

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.4

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.5

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.6

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.7

ACC/IACSD/XIII/1999/CRP.8

ACC/IACSD/XI1/1999/CRP.9

Anotated provisional agenda
Timetable

Follow-up to meetings of ACC: expansion of the task
manager system, discussion paper prepared by the
Division for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Secretariat

Follow-up to the outcomes of the meetings of
intergovernmental bodies: fifty-third session of the
General Assembly, background paper prepared by the
Division for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Secretariat

United Nations system-wide work plan on energy for
the ninth session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development, background paper prepared by the
Division for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Secretariat

Report on the status of Development Watch, paper
prepared by UNDP

Guidelines for national action, paper compiled by the
Division for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Secretariat

Strengthening United Nations system coverage of
waste management issues: survey of ongoing
activities and readiness to collaborate, paper prepared
by Habitat

Inventory of guidelines for local sustainable
development initiatives, progress report prepared by
Habitat
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Provisional agenda for the fourteenth meeting

© N o o b~

Adoption of agenda and timetable.
Follow-up to the outcome of meetings of:
(a) ACC;

(b) Intergovernmental bodies.

Preparations for the eighth session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development.

Follow-up to matters relating to the expansion of the task managers’ system.
Cooperation in the energy area: preparations for energy discussion in 2001.
Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to IACSD.

Other matters.

Adoption of the report.



