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property and the brain drain phenomenon.

insofar as the phenomenon can be traced through patent documents.

WIPO is the UN agency dedicated to the use of intellectual property (patents, copyright, trademarks, designs and 



and Development (GFMD), but this is likely to change with the growing awareness 
of the importance of intellectual property, patent data, mobility of inventors, among 

the awareness and knowledge around this emerging issue.

mobility of highly skilled persons. For instance, immigrant inventors contribute greatly 

and Development (OECD). This is especially true in the case of the United States of 

property and brain drain, and set out a research agenda on the topic for the future.
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patent, the technological classes of the patent, as well as the inventors of the patent, 
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when doing empirical analysis on brain drain issues using these data:

large number of patents, and, therefore, the migrant structure of their inventors 

based in a few developed or emerging countries. 
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the associated brain drain, two salient features stand out:

skilled people correspond to the individuals with university degrees only. 

such as doctors and nurses,  PhD holders and IT engineers9 and inventors.  Following 

tech workers, i.e. inventors applying for PCT patents, and complements the above-

most skilled sub-groups of workers. 
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